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Manistee	river	fishing	report	below	tippy	dam.	Should	i	fish	above	or	below	a	dam.	Is	it	better	to	fish	above	or	below	a	dam.

The	Manistee	River	below	Tippy	Dam	fishing	report	for	late	July.	Water	Levels	are	normal	for	this	time	of	year,	but	water	is	extremely	clear.	Not	sure	I	have	ever	seen	the	Big	Manistee	below	Tippy	Dam	this	clear.	Our	main	focus	this	time	of	year	is	on	Bass	and	Pike.	With	top-water	and	streamer	tactics	giving	us	the	best	opportunities.	The	first	signs
of	Kings	have	shown	up,	now	the	pods	that	I’ve	seen	are	small	groups.	But	Salmon	are	now	in	the	Big	River.	Not	uncommon	for	an	early	push,	but	wow	do	I	feel	bad	for	these	guys.	With	the	hottest	temps	of	the	summer	and	low	clear	water,	not	a	good	combo	for	the	fish	that	have	showed	up	already.	Smallmouth	Bass	Fishing	Manistee	River
Smallmouth	Fishing	Smallmouth	bass	fishing	feels	as	if	some	of	our	best	smallmouth	bass	days	are	behind	us,	as	early	in	the	season	was	extremely	good.	But	with	water	low	and	clear	now,	the	game	has	gotten	a	tab	bit	challenging.	I	have	really	had	to	downsize	the	patterns,	and	some	of	my	best	top	water	patterns	don’t	chug.	Dead	drifting	or	skating
large	attractor	patterns	near	structure.	One	key	thing	to	remember	when	smallmouth	bass	fishing	later	in	the	summer,	is	that	most	minnows	that	smallmouth	are	key	in	one	are	at	their	smallest.	So	down	sizing	to	a	size	8	hook	can	get	you	some	of	the	best	results.	Summer	Gear	Still	have	a	few	sizes	of	our	Summer	Gear	in	stock.	Any	questions	feel	free
to	drop	us	a	line.	The	Hand	Towel	and	the	T-shirts	have	been	a	big	hit	so	far.	Thank	you	for	all	the	support.	Booking	a	Trip	The	fishing	right	now	is	in	the	dog	days	of	summer.	Ed	is	on	his	Mousing	program	,	Jeff	is	in	AK	for	the	rest	of	the	summer,	and	I’m	bouncing	between	trout	water	and	smallmouth	sections.	If	you’re	looking	to	book	a
Trout/Bass/Pike	Fishing	Trip	give	us	a	call	at	(231-631-5701)	or	shoot	us	an	email	.	Heading	into	summer	we	will	over	both	full	day	and	half	day	adventures	for	smallmouth	bass	on	the	lower	Manistee	river	below	Tippy	Dam.	Not	too	early	to	book	your	Fall	Steelhead	trip	as	well,	still	a	few	dates	open.	Tight	Lines,	Jon	Ray	River	Flows	​	Manistee	-
Wellston	Pere	Marquette	-	Scottville	Au	Sable	-	Mio	Boardman	-	Beitner	​		Fall	is	in	the	air	and	leaves	are	starting	to	turn.	King	Salmon	have	started	up	area	rivers,	next	up....Steelhead	Lower	Manistee	River		For	our	purpose	the	"Lower	Manistee	River"	means	below	Tippy	Dam.	From	Tippy	to	Lake	Michigan	there	are	32	miles	of	meandering	river
home	to	trout,	steelhead,	salmon,	bass,	pike	and	a	host	of	other	fish	species.		Here's	a	few	guides	and	outfitters	to	check	on	Lower	Manistee	fishing	reports.	Jon	Ray's	Mangled	Fly,	Hawkins	Outfitters	and	The	Northern	Angler.	Fall	2021	It's	almost	here,	the	fall	run	of	Salmon	and	Steelhead....get	ready.	Upper	Manistee	River	The	"Upper	Manistee"
generally	means	everything	up-river	from	Tippy	Dam.	Most	anglers	associate	the	Upper	Manistee	with	places	like	Sharon,	CCC,	M-72,	etc.	This	is	some	of	Michigan's	most	hallowed	trout	waters.	Browns,	rainbows	and	brookies	call	this	home.	Fall	is	the	perfect	time	of	the	year	for	very	small	dry	flies	and	nymphs	but	most	anglers	like	streamer	fishing
in	Michigan	in	the	autumn.	We	recommend		Jon	Ray's	Mangled	Fly	or	Gate's	AuSable	Lodge	for	this	area's	fishing	report.	Pere	Marquette	River	Not	much	more	can	be	said	about	the	world	famous	Pere	Marquette.	Great	trout	fishing	and	runs	of	salmon	and	steelhead	from	Lake	Michigan.	October	and	November	are	peak	times	for	these	species	so	be
prepared	for	crowds	from	time	to	time.	We	recommend	Baldwin	Bait	and	Tackle	for	the	best	"PM"	reports.			Posted	on	October	4,	2020July	7,	2021	by	Chadbetts	©2021	The	Orvis	Company,	Inc.	Since	1856.	The	Manistee	is		running	very	low	and	clear	at	1290	CFS	and	is	about	71	degrees,	perfect	for	smallmouth	bass.	I’ve	been	finding	small	and
largemouth	bass	and	some	pike	in	all	the	likely	spots.	Tailouts,	3-6	feet	of	water	around	wood,	crossovers	etc.	The	fish	have	been	eating	a	variety	of	White	and	Chartreuse	patterns,	White	Hat	Tricks,	Southern	Charms	and	Tutty	Fruity	Clousers.	Topwater	action	has	been	good	under	the	right	conditions,	mainly	low	light.	We	are	beginning	to	see	some
King	Salmon	show,	not	fishable	numbers	but	there	are	some	around.	I’m	hearing	that	they	are	very	big	this	year	but	not	big	numbers.We	shall	see.	July	and	August	are	prime	time	for	bass	fishing.	They	are	a	great		casting	and	fishing	tune	up!	Give	us	a	call	at	231-228-7135	to	get	a	full	or	half	day	in	the	book.	Tight	Lines	Capt.	Chuck	October	Morning
on	the	Manistee	Tippy	Dam	is	known	for	its	migratory	runs	of	Steelhead	and	Salmon.	The	dam	itself	is	the	upper	boundary	of	these	great	game	fish	that	leave	the	big	water	of	Lake	Michigan	and	return	to	their	natal	river	to	take	part	in	their	spawning	mission.	Beyond	steelhead	and	salmon,	anglers	will	find	healthy	populations	of	both	Brown	&
Rainbow	Trout	and	Smallmouth	Bass.	The	river	below	the	dam	is	some	of	the	widest	water	in	the	state,	varying	from	200	–	300	feet	in	width.	Depths	vary	depending	on	run,	pool,	tail-out	relationship	but	all	wading	anglers	will	want	to	be	cautious	when	on	foot	—	especially	in	times	of	stained	run-off	conditions.	Spring	Below	Tippy	Dam	Much	of	the
land	adjacent	to	the	river	is	USFS	property	and	is	open	to	the	public.	As	you	move	downriver	and	approach	the	High	Bridge	access	and	Bridge,	private	property	becomes	intermixed.	Those	fishing	the	Manistee	are	typically	best	served	fishing	from	a	boat	as	not	only	is	it	a	strong	and	often	deep	river,	but	a	lot	of	submerged	logs	can	trip	you	up,	a
reminder	of	the	lumbering	days	of	northern	Michigan.	The	FishSalmon	King/Chinook	Salmon	Most	anglers	have	heard	of	“The	Big	River”	from	stories	told	by	a	friend	or	articles	in	magazines.	This	river	simply	has	one	of	the	best	salmon	runs	in	the	lower	48	states.	Chinook	(King)	Salmon	are	the	most	common	salmon,	but	Coho	(silvers)	numbers	seem
to	be	getting	stronger	each	year.	While	snagging	was	once	legal	years	ago,	the	practice	is	no	longer	legal	or	acceptable.	With	the	big	fish	come	some	crowds,	so	having	the	place	to	yourself	isn’t	a	problem	in	the	Spring	and	Fall.	There	are	sections	of	the	river	that	tend	to	be	less	populated	and	are	some	of	my	favorite	sections.	Frankly,	there	are	plenty
of	fish	to	go	around	in	the	Big	Manistee.	Fall	Steelhead	Fall	Steelhead	The	Fall	Steelhead	follow	the	salmon	into	the	river	each	year	at	the	end	of	September	and	continue	to	build	in	numbers	through	the	fall.	When	water	temperatures	are	good	and	water/river	levels	are	strong	after	a	fall	rain	–	things	only	get	better.	Hooking	a	fall	steelhead	that	has
been	living	on	a	steady	diet	of	salmon	eggs	in	50-degree	water	can	give	you	the	hardest,	most	unpredictable	and	spastic	fight	you	can	imagine	a	freshwater	fish	could	provide.	Throughout	the	winter	anglers	will	find	fall	fish	that	become	characterized	as	“winter	fish.”	With	those	hold-over	fish	comes	trickles	of	new	fish	throughout	the	winter	months,
and	those	looking	to	get	a	cabin-fever-reliever	can	find	some	fish	to	play	the	game	while	getting	away	from	the	four	walls	that	seem	to	close	in	on	us	during	the	Fall	Steelhead	winter	months.	Spring	Steelhead	Spring	Steelhead	Spring	Steelhead	are	typically	in	the	river	system	in	good	numbers	from	Mid-March	through	the	first	part	of	May.	Fish	that
entered	in	the	fall	and	winter	join	the	newly	arrived	fish	with	their	intent	to	spawn	and	thus	the	number/population	of	fish	in	the	river	are	at	their	highest.	A	Right	of	Spring,	fishing	for	steelhead	is	one	of	the	best	times	for	people	to	get	into	steelhead	and	after	a	winter	spent	indoors,	it	feels	good	to	get	fishing	again.	Look	for	a	warm	rain	to	bring	up
the	water	temps	and	levels	bringing	up	a	fresh	a	“run”	of	fish	in	the	river.	Read	more	about	Steelhead	here	»			Brown	Trout	Brown	Trout	Throughout	the	spring	steelhead	run,	anglers	usually	find	their	fly	rods	bent,	but	not	by	the	sheer	weight	of	a	Steelhead	alone.	There	is	a	healthy	population	of	Brown	Trout	in	this	section	of	the	river	that	remains
here	all	year.	And	why	should	they	leave?	The	dam	itself	creates	a	tail	water	fishery	which	equates	to	a	food	factory.	Large	populations	of	scuds	and	sowbugs	provide	a	healthy	diet	for	the	fish	when	the	midges	and	baetis	aren’t	around.	In	the	spring	and	fall	there	are	literally	thousands	of	pounds	of	eggs	drifting	down	the	river	from	spawning	fish	for
the	trout	to	eat.	If	that	isn’t	enough,	there	are	lots	of	fry	from	steelhead,	salmon,	suckers	and	walleye	which	makes	this	fishery	an	all-you-can-eat	fish	dinner	for	the	resident	trout.	Ever	see	a	trout	with	stretch	marks?	This	is	the	place	where	they	live.	Trout	fishing	below	Tippy	Dam	is	scenic,	solitary	and	peaceful	river	setting	compared	to	the	spring
and	fall	seasons	when	the	migratory	fish	are	in	season.	Fishing	remains	good	until	early	July	when	water	temperatures	become	dangerous	for	trout	survival	but	turn	optimal	for	Smallmouth	Bass.			Smallmouth	Bass	Smallmouth	Bass	Smallies	migrate	into	the	river	as	water	temps	increase	and	can	provide	both	great	streamer	and	Trout	Fishing	Below
Tippy	Dam	top-water	action.	Targeting	wood	/structure,	these	“bronzebacks”	are	fun	to	play	along	with	and	their	ability	to	jump	is	awesome.	I	only	wish	they	grew	to	20	pounds!	Gaudy	baitfish	streamers	one	day,	loud	poppers	and	sneaky	sliders	the	next	offer	the	angler	a	variety	of	conditions	during	the	warmer	months	of	Summer.			Tippy	Dam	on	the
Manistee	River	At	one	time	the	dam	significantly	fluctuated	water	levels	on	a	daily	basis	when	“peak	electricity	demands”	required	it.	Through	efforts	of	the	Federation	of	Fly	Fishers,	Consumer	Power	and	FERC,	this	now	is	a	“run	of	river”	where	the	amount	of	water	flow	above	the	dam	is	what	comes	out	of	the	dam.	This	has	helped	eliminate	some	of
the	erosion	and	as	a	result	has	exposed	a	lot	of	gravel	for	both	aquatic	insects	and	natural	reproduction.	Map	&	Directions	Tippy	Dam	is	25	miles	West	of	the	City	of	Manistee,	just	north	of	Wellston	and	East	of	Brethren	4	miles.	Coming	from	Cadillac	the	drive	is	about	40	miles.	It	takes	an	hour	from	downtown	Traverse	City.	Map	of	the	Lower
Manistee	River	big	manistee	river,	coho	salmon,	current	works,	fall	steelhead,	fly	fishing	the	manistee	river,	fly-fishing	guide,	high	bridge,	king	salmon,	maniste,	salmon	fishing,	small	mouth	bass,	smallmouth	bass,	spring,	steel	head,	steelhead,	streamer,	ted	kraimer,	tippy	dam,	tipy	dam,	trout,	wellston	michigan,	welston	michigan
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